234           MAN'S PLACK IX THK I'NIVKRSE
when the critical moment came and the earth could no longer retain its equatorial protuberance against the centrifugal fora* duo to rotation combined with the tidal undulation.** canned by the *mn, iwteeid of a continuous ring slowly detaching itself, the cruKt gave way in two or more great masses where it was weakest, and as the tidal wave punned under it and a quantity of the liquid substratum rune with it, the whole would break up and collect into a Hub-globular mans a short distance- from the earth, and continue revolving with it for some time nt aUmit the same, rate an the surface had rotated. But its tidal action i« always equal on opposite sides of a globe, there would be a similar disruption there, forming, it may be mippowed, the Atlantic basin, which, as may be seen on a small glotn', is *Umo«t. exactly opposite ft part of the Central Pacific, So HWW «t« these, two great mnHKctt had separated from tlu* earth, tin* latter would gradually settle down into a state of equilibrium, and the molten matter of the interior, which would now fill the great oceanic hn»inK up to a level of a few mile* below the general surface, would «cxw cool enough to form a thin crust. The larger portion of the nascent moon would gradually attract to itwelf tht* c»nt* or more smaller portiotw nnd form our satellite; and from that time tidtd friction by both moon and tmn would begin to operate and would gradually lengthen our day and, more rapidly, our month in the way explained in Sir Robert Ball's volume.
A very intcmting point may now IK* referred to, b«au« ik seems confirmatory of this origin of the great oeean bftfsinft. In Mr. Osmond Fisher's work it i« explained how the vnriationi in the force of gravity, at numerous points all over tht* world, haveifflcient to kwpnl t*»I«i|*n|fii» !<»tiimi«, nl! without
